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a different kind of existence from your own ; e.g. my attitude
towards the primness of Frinton and its golf-club.
I am putting rather more work into draft of " Don Juan "
than usually in my drafts of plays. The realistic idea has gone
nearly altogether in this play. In its ignoring of realistic detail
in order to get an effect required, it is rather impressionistic.
This is the first time I have realised the possibility of a similarity
between literature and art in impressionism.. I expect that in
looking for a parallelism to art in literature, I had been looking
for the wrong thing, while the right thing was under my nose
all the time.
Monday, November 24th.
I finished the draft of the first act of " Don Juan " this morning.
It is not a good draft, but it is perhaps a better one than any
draft of any previous play of mine.
As I was reading history this afternoon, I thought: " I am 46.
On the decline. Why fill my head with knowledge ? " An
absurd reflection, but it passed several times through my mind.
Friday, November 28th.
Deranged slightly all week with a chill on the colon. B. came
yesterday for the day to discuss wills and leases. He told me
with perfect seriousness a story of a commercial enterprise in
which he was interested—a search for the Ark of the Covenant,
Urim, and Thummim, plate of the Temple etc.—based on a
cypher discovered by a Finnish scholar in an early copy of the
book of Ezekiel at St. Petersburg. Over £3,000 already spent on
the excavations, stopped by Turkish authorities who have now
given permission again; but the affair is in suspense at present
as the principal contributor of funds (who has already given
£20,000 alone) is in a lunatic asylum. The singular irony of this
did not seem to strike B.
Thursday, December tfh.
On Tuesday Arthur L. Humphreys 1 came up to lunch, and to
inspect my books with a view to a catalogue. He told us how
he had walked from London to Land's End, and from London
to Edinburgh, at 37 miles a day. We took nim to Landermere,
Kirby-le-Soken, Walton and Frinton. He seemed determined
1 Partner in the firm of Hatchards.
74

